Government 2.0 Taskforce – Submission from Pro Bono Australia
The Not for Profit Sector accounts for 3.4% of GDP, employs 890,000  people or 8.6% of Australians in employment and has an income of $76 billion. It makes an economic contribution equivalent to that of the government administration and defence industry and one and a half times the size of the economic contribution of the agriculture industry.
 It is approximated there are as many as 700,000 Not for profit organisations in Australia, most of which are small and dependent on the voluntary commitment of members, however, about 38,000 Not for profit organisations employ staff. Within this there are approximately 22,000 organisations classified by the Australian Tax Office as having Deductible Gift recipient status allowing them to accept monetary gifts. 
(Source: Source: Lyons & Hocking 2000, ABS 2009, ATO 2008)
Despite the magnitude and importance of this sector there is no publicly available comprehensive database of the organisations that operate in the Not for profit sector. The Information that does exist is fragmented and scanty . 
Organisations in the USA and the UK have developed web enabled publicly available information on the Not for Profit sector over the past 10 years.

Experience overseas has shown that making this information available and accessible increases transparency, accountability and facilitates performance measurements and feedback loops that, until this information was available, did not exist previously for the Not for Profit sector. 

It is generally accepted that information on Not for Profit organisations enables philanthropic endeavours, improves public policy and spending decisions, builds the capacity of Not for Profit organisations and facilitates communication and relationship-building between not for profit organisations and external partners. These include Government, Academia, Philanthropy, Business, other Not for Profits.
What is currently available in Australia - Regulatory registers

In Australia, the only general accreditation is the tax status of an organisation, which acquired through registration with the Australian Tax Office (ATO).  

The ATO only makes available a list of those organisations that qualify for DGR tax status.  This accounts for approximately 23,000 organisations. The list contains; Organisation Name, Australian Business Number (ABN), State, Postcode. No contact details, governance details, financials, purpose/mission of any organization is provided.
In respect to further information held by the ATO, there are no mandatory reporting requirements for registered organisations.  Australian Not for Profit organisations are only required to register with the Australian Tax Office (ATO) if they wish to have the special tax status.  Additionally, once DGR status is acquired, there are no requirements to maintain the status.

The current list consists of 15,000 entities with DGR status, and just over 8,000 DGR status funds which sit under a non-DGR status entity (such as a Not for Profit library building fund being listed under the ABN of a school).
Fundraising Registers

Each State Government has different regulations governing fundraising. 

The governments of Victoria, Western Australia, and ACT publish their lists of registered fundraising organisations online, with contact details of each organisation

The government of Queensland provides a telephone service to verify an organisation’s fundraising status 

The government of NSW issue licenses and provide online verification of an organisation’s fundraising status.  However, the full and correct name of the organisation must be provided in order to view the record

The government of Tasmania publish a list of organisations approved to fundraise.  No additional information on the organisation is provided.
Private providers

There is a scattering of Directories of Not for Profits organizations published commercially around Australia such as the one Pro Bono Australia produces, however, whilst these add more depth about the organizations, the lists of organizations are far from comprehensive. 

Conclusion

There are a number of Government bodies currently looking at public provision of information on Not for Profit organisations, namely The Productivity Commisssion and the Henry Tax review. The Senate Economics Committee on Disclosure regimes of charities and Not for profit organizations recommended, in late 2008, the establishment of a publicy available database of Not for Profit organisations.
Essential  to forming a centralised, publicly available information on Not for Profit organizations is a detailed process of consultation with stakeholders to engage them in the process of what information is needed and how it would be presented. 
Central too is an appreciation of how new technologies can facilitate the myriad of processes and opportunities that lie around presentation and development of this information. 
Information on the Not for profit sector currently sits within the ATO but is largely inaccessible to the public. It has great potential for its application and expansion.
